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STARS

The author takes a look at
the final seasons of
baseball’s MVPs.

When we were kids in the early days
of post-War baseball cards, no one I
knew had any great interest in “rookie”
cards. We were generally looking for the
most recent card of a player, the one
that showed his most recent team and
current statistics.

We had to be satisfied with that bent-
up old 1953 Bowman of Stan Musial
until a new card finally showed up for
Stan at the end of 1958. Casey Stengel’s
’53 black & white shared the same fate
while we waited for a new card of Casey.

Today, the last card of a player is gen-
erally his cheapest. As some previous
SCD writers have suggested, the final
card of a player should be given greater
importance than it is. It has been sug-
gested that a card be issued the year
after a “star” player retires so that his

lifetime statistics can be shown in their
entirety.

What about seeing the last year’s sta-
tistics of the players?

Unfortunately, the last years of many
players, including some Hall of Famers,
are not ones that they would like us to
remember. There are a few players who
went out with a flourish, but we find the
trend with many is to retire well past
their peak years. With today’s higher
salaries and the interest of the fans in
seeing the greats—as is demonstrated
by the popular “seniors”.golf tour—it is
probable that this trend will continue.

Forty-seven-year-old starting pitch-
ers, 45-year-old player/managers may
continue to enjoy their last years at
peak salary and popularity, if not per-
formance.
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